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QSLing

• There has been a tradition of confirming radio contacts since 
the beginning of radio.

• Every ham should be prepared to QSL in order to help other 
hams achieve operating awards.

• Traditionally QSL cards or letters were exchanged.

• A QSL confirmation should contain the calls of the two stations, 
date and time (UTC), band and mode. 

• Sending cards my mail has become expensive ($5 for a DX 
card)



What is LOTW?

• LOTW is a database of Amateur QSOs maintained by the ARRL.

• Its purpose is to confirm QSOs for various operating awards.

• It is NOT a substitute for your Log. A logging program and 
contest software is still needed.

• Repeater, Reflector, and cross band contacts should not be 
placed in LOTW as these don’t count for awards.

• Awards supported include WAS, DXCC, WAZ, WPX and VUCC.

• The WAS Triple Play and special ARRL operating awards can 
ONLY be confirmed via LOTW.  No QSL cards.



LOTW

• LOTW was developed several years ago by the ARRL.

• LOTW is open to all hams at no cost. Fees are charged for 
QSO’s used to apply for various awards. 

• LOTW requires verification of your identity and is secure.

• If you operate in more than one DXCC country you will need 
multiple accounts.

• LOTW confirmations will be accepted by QRZ but not visa versa.



Getting Started with LOTW.

• Go to LOTW getting started page.

• Download TQSL program.

• Request password and callsign certificate via TQSL program.

• A post card with the password will be mailed to your CBA.

• Your certificate will only be good on the computer which the 
request was made.



TQSL Screen Shots



Uploading Log from Logging Program

Creates adif file and uploads to 
LOTW

TQSL program can also upload an 
adif file.



Importing confirmations from LOTW
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