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QSL BUREAUS 
AND HOW TO 

USE THEM

T H E  G O O D  O L D  P A P E R  Q S L  C A R D
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IS THIS A DEAD ART?

Paper QSLing has been slowing 
down since the introduction of 

online QSL services. 
But it has not gone away yet!
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TYPES OF BUREAUS
DX QSLing managed by ARRL and their supporting 

organizations

International 
Incoming

International 
Outgoing Clubs
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Incoming Cards 

This is a service provided to all hams. There 
is no requirement to be an ARRL member.

Just provide some way to ship the cards out 
to you. Usually, an envelope big enough to 
fit the QSL card.

Who does the sorting and the mailing of 
your cards depends on your call area. Most 
areas have a DX club handling the area.

Each club run the same way but may have 
some small differences in how they operate.  
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3-LAND 
QSL BUREAU

HTTPS://WWW.NCDXA.ORG/QSL.SHTML 
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SENDING ENVELOPES

Suggestions on Envelopes are  a #10 business size, 5 x 7-1/2, or 6 x 9 inch self addressed stamped envelope

KA3XXQ

Dan Rhoades
1010 East 22nd Street
Erie, PA 16503

StampYour Call Sign

Best to use a 
forever stamp 
to avoid extra 
charges.
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OUTGOING 
BUREAU

To  use  the  ou tgo ing  se rv i ces,  you  
mus t  be  an  A RRL  member .

The re  is  a  fee  bas ed  on  number  o r  
we igh t  o f  ca rds  s en t .
• 10  o r  l es s  i s  $2 .00
• 11  to  20  i s  $3 .00
• 21  o r  more  is  $0 .75  pe r  ounce

No  mat te r  you r  ca l l  a rea ,  ou tgo ing  
ca rs  a re  a l l  a r e  ma i led  to  the  same  
loca t ion .

ARRL Outgo ing QSL Serv ice 
225 Main St reet  
Newington,  CT 06111-1494
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How to use 
Send envelope with the following:

Sorted Cards
 Sort by prefix and area number

 Example (AP, CE, DL, ES, EZ, F, G, 
JA, LY, VE2, VE3 ,VK1, VK3)

 If possible, keep countries together
 UK is G, but also includes M, 2E, 2I, 

2M, 2W

Proof of Membership
 Copy of membership card or QST mailing 

label.

Payment
 Check or money order
 DO NOT send Cash

Note with Call and Weigh
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SOME ADDITIONAL ITEMS OF NOTE

• DO  NO T  us e  fo r  domes t i c  US  to  US  ca rds .
• Check  ARRL  Q SL  se r v i ce  s i te  i f  the  i n tended  coun t ry  accep ts  Q SL  ca rds  v ia  a  

bu reau.
• With  som e  fo re ign  hams ,  ca rds  may  need  t o  be  d i r ec ted  to  the i r  Q SL  Manager .  

They  may  no t  be  i n  the  same  coun t ry .
• Also  check  i f  the  i n tended  coun t ry  has  res t r i c t i ons .

• Example is some countries, like Germany, France, or South Africa will only deliver cards to members of 
that country’s national radio society (The list is on the ARRL site).
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Domestic QSLing
Few opt ions for  sending cards to  US hams. Some c lubs handle cards for  
thei r  members.  Some of  the fo l lowing have bureaus.
• SKCC
• OMISS
• AMSAT 
• 3905 Century  Club

They are f ree for  incoming and outgoing QSLing

Their  ru les depend on the c lub.  Most  fo l low s imi lar  ru les to the ARRL DX 
Bureaus.  See the c lub s i tes  for  more detai ls .
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QUESTIONS???
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Links
W3 Incoming DX Bureau
• Managed by Nat iona l  Capi to l  DX Associat ion
• ht tps: / /www.ncdxa.org/ index.shtml
US Outgo ing DX Bureau
• ht tps: / /www.ar r l .org/outgoing-qsl -service
SKCC Bureau
• ht tps: / /skccgroup.com/member_serv ices/qsl_buro/
OMISS Bureau
• ht tps: / /www.omiss.net /Face l i f t /QSLBuro.php
3905 Century  Club Domest ic  Buro
• ht tps: / /www.3905ccn.org/buro-a l lnets.php


